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QPILNION. .

General Descrintion of the Project

Arplication 13056 conterplates an appropriation of 0.032

cubic foot ver second,

via Raidolph Canyon,
Anerican ﬁiver, at a

R ll 2,008 & k.,

<5
year Tound, fror an umnaned spring, tribuf=ry

Hangtown Creek, and “ebber Creek fo South Fork

1O

in £l Dorado County, for irrtzation and domestic

int within the & SE: of Section 5, T10 ¥,




purposes. Diversion is to e by mears of 2 pups, their inteslkes to

be placed directly in the enrirng, their aggregate éapacity 25 zellons
per nimafe. Convevsnce is 9 be by means of 130 lineal feet of earth
ditch, water line widtn 1.5 feet, depth 0.5 foot, supnlenented by 90
'1ineal feet of 3/4 or 1 inch pire. Use will include domestic service
to one household end the irrigation of a half acre garien and a half
acre of pasture. Irrigstion is to extend fronm April 15 uctil October 1.
Yo other water right i1s claimed.

Protect

The Pacific Ges and Eleciric Company nrotests the applica-
tion on the basis of a claimed apnrovriative right to déivert 100,000
riners inches (2,500 c.f.s.) from the American River to and through
its' Folsom Power House for genereting electricity for oublic consumpe
tion. It contends that any dininution of the flow of the American
River would be sgeinst the public interest in that it would reduce
power outpui.

No snswer to the protest was submitted by the zpplicants.

Field Investization
The spplicants and the protestant havinz stipulated to an
Informal hearing as provided for in Section 733(b) of the California
Administrative Code, a field investigation was conducted at the site
of the proposed appropriation on August 17, 1950 by an engineer of
the Division. The applicants and the pretestant were present or repre-

sernted during that investigation.




Records Inlied Unon

Application 13056 2nd =211 data and inforuzntion on file
therewith.

Iiscussion

The unnémed spring from which the anplicont pronoses to
viz Rendolph Canyon and Harzlown Creex to the American River. From
the proposed point of diversion to the linction of the Torith and South
Forks of the American River the distance (by river) scales about 28
miles, 10 miles below the stresn junction mentiored is located 2
U.5.G.8, stream gaging station (Americen River at Faif O2ks) for which
a U4 year record of discharge has been published. The protestant!s
Folsom Power House is located on the 10 mile reach above the gaging
station. lean discharges of Auericen River at Falr Osks during June,
July, August end September in each of the 10 most recent years of
nublished record have bheen as follows:

Monthly Mean Discharces of Averican Biver at
Foir Qzlis (secornc-feet)

Yeor June July Angust Senterber

1939 784 165 106 108
40 3233 734 387 410
i 4639 1319 459 354
42 3163 2402 541 378
43 k337 1273 350 248
Ly 3117 632 215 22l
b5 4573 1052 270 268
46 3243 753 290 376
w7 1452 272 179 149

1948 7380 1208 308 240 -
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The tabulated fizures indicate that the flow of hAmerican
Hiver during June is usually greater than the Z,500 second feet
claimed by the protestant aad that during Ju ¥, august and Septenber
it is usually mmech less than that amcunt., While the rights of the
Pacific Gas and tlectric Company to divert waters of Arerican River
are not definitely known it is a reasonable surmise in ths light of
common xnowledge that thosa ri-hts cover at least the usual surier
flow. It follows thereflcre thst uneppropriated water probably exists
in American fiver at the protestant's power plant tarough Juns but
not curing July, August or September., In that connection it is to be
noted that the aprlicsnts desire te irrizats from about Aprdil 15 until
about Cctober 1.

The proposed point of diversion while termed a gpring in the

2

application 1s actually, accordinz to the report oi field investiga-

peinc}

tien, a well. The report of [ield investization states that the well

fore

s located near the thread of a small ravine, that the well is 20 feet
deep, that the well pierces 2 water bearing strata which act as col-
lecting channels, that water issues from the upper stratun causing the
well to overflow, that this condition obtains until about July 1 but
not thersafter, that when che well does not overilow the 200 feet of
ravine eading from the well to the cresk bed is dry and that the rearest
flowing stream observed at that season is Hangtown Creel, about 1/2 mile
to the south. dgain according to the revort of field investigation the

applicant pumps 4 hours per day at the time of year of the invesiiga~
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tlon «nd the well recovers overnisht, the water »t suech season issuins

] ~

from the lower of thz 2 water besring strata only. The auslicantet

- - l’!
s, is a 1/}

)
i

wrse pover pump of & rated

LS

equlueeni, bthe report stats
h ] 1

(

caracity of 250 gzellons per hour.

ihe injury to the protestant resulting from the. abstraction
of 0.032 cubic foot per second from tiie [low reazning Folsom powsr plant
during July, Aupust and Sepitemper would be small., The f2ll at thet vower
plant is reported to be aprroximaiely 50 feet and the wower loss due to
the proposed diversion could nct therefore exceed approxinately
(50'x 0,032)/8.8 or 0.18 theoretical horsevower. Actually such power
loss probably will be much less, the yicld of the well, when visited
in August, 1950, being of the order of 4 x 350 or 1400 sallons per day
(0,0021 cubic foot per second) rather than the 0.032 cubic foot per
second applied for. Furthermore such small cuantity as the well may
produce must, during the dry mentho, flow a hall mdle or more under-
ground in order to enter any living stream tributary to the source
which supplies the protestant. Should it surface earlier it would be
dissipated.

From the information above set forth it is concluded that
the applicants! proposed diversion cannot injure the protestant earlier
than about July 1 of a normal season, and that any injury that might
be caused after about July 1 is too small and too problematical to cone
stitute a reasonable ground {or protest. It is the opinion of this

office therefore that the diversion proposed in Application 13056 cannot




injure the protestant asterislly 18 =t 211 and that the anviication
should be epproved snd perait lssued suoject to the usual terns and
conditions,
oCo
0ORDER

Avnlication 13054 having heen filed with the Tivision of
Water Resources s ahove siated, 2 protest having been filed, a siipu-
lated hearingz hewing heving been held and the Stale Znglineer now being
fally informed in the prenises:

IT IS5 HERIBY ORIEHSD that Avnlication 13056 be apvroved and
that o permit be issued to the =spplicant, subject to such of the usual
terag and conditions as ay be annropriale.

VITTENSS my hand and the seal of the Department of Public

Works of the State of California this 27thday of iarch , 195]1.

AV T i,
A5V S s NS W
A. D. Zdsonsion \

State EIngineer




